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Please send any material for the magazine to your local assistant editor (see  

contact details at the back) or magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk. 

 November December January 

Deadline for material 28 October 25 November 16 December 

Publish date 7 November 5 December 2 January 

Baptisms

Baptisms are held around the Parish throughout the month. To  qualify for  

baptism parents should live within the parish boundaries or be a regular  

worshipper at one of the worship communities  within the Parish. Godparents 

should have been baptised and be prepared to attend a baptism preparation  

session with the parents.  

 

Funerals 

Every parishioner has the right to a service in church, followed by a committal. 

 

Marriage 

You can marry in a CofE Church of your choice if certain criteria are shown to be 

If you would like further information or to book a funeral, wedding or a baptism, 

please attend at one of our churches or see the contact details at the rear of the 

magazine. 

Parish Information 

Magazine Deadlines 
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A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised. Curious, one of her 
colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a Christian. 

The lady was caught off guard and didn’t know how to answer.  Then she saw the 
office ‘jack-o’-lantern’ on a nearby desk and blurted: “Well, it’s like being a pump-

kin.” 

Her colleague asked her to explain that one. So she said: “Well, God picks you up 
out of the patch and brings you in and washes off all the dirt on the outside that 

you got from being around all the other pumpkins. 

“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from inside you. He 
removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then He carves you a new 

smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all to see. 

“It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine, or come inside and be 
something new and bright.” 

Are you something new and bright?  Will you be smiling today, and shining with 
His light? 

Heavenly Halloween 
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Whilst for some of you celebrations of Harvest 

Festival were in September, at St. Aidan’s we  

celebrate our Harvest Festival in October. This  

image of one single lonely tree above a vast  

harvested field in Billinge brought to mind, for one 

giving a Sunday reflection, Jesus on the ‘tree’ (cross) 

watching over the harvest that he longs for us to gather in. The Church Wigan 

vision is adapted here to reap a harvest – to grow our limited communities. The 

land will bloom, but will we be faithful and fruitful, setting up ‘wells’ so that our 

communities can thankfully taste and drink in the Holy Spirit? 

Harvest is a time when we give thanks to God for his wonderful provision 

throughout the year, and in a ‘normal’ year we decorate our church with items of 

food – our crops if we are gardeners, or maybe from our store cupboard. These 

are traditionally given to those in need, who can then also be thankful! A ‘well’ for 

the community. 

Harvest can be very variable, depending on the weather. This year we have had a 

glut of plums, in other years hardly any! For us, that’s just disappointing, for our 

farmers it can make a huge difference to their livelihoods! The harvest matters! 

And now the problems of the lack of HGV drivers is kicking in. Distribution  

matters. I love the fact that God built a world where we are interconnected. But 

when we do not co-operate with one another that lack of interconnection  

becomes a burden. 

When it’s a good year it’s easy to say thank you for the bonuses. In the hard years, 

it’s more difficult to say thank you for the little, yet we should be grateful for 

these gifts. If we lived in flooded Europe or the States where vast amounts of 

crops were damaged,  or in Afghanistan or Haiti, trying to feed ourselves through 

conflict or earthquake, we would be grateful for even small amounts to sustain 

us. We like to think that we are in control, but so many things in our lives are a gift 

from God. We should thank Him for His provision at all times. 

 

     Letter from Helen 
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Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving , present your requests to God. And the 

peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4: 6-7 

 In South Hub, with Jeremy returning from his sabbatical, but Sue F suffering ill 

health it’s perhaps the right time for me to say how grateful I am of God’s  

provision to help with the services, ministry and outreach of our Parish from  

other ordained ministers and from our teams of volunteers. God has provided 

for us richly in so many ways. We pray that He will bless Sue F with restored 

health, and also bless us as we work and pray together. Let’s pray for the  

development of our vision! 

As we try to emerge from the difficulties of a pandemic I feel grateful for those, 

too many to mention, who have been involved in all sorts of activities in Parish 

life, (many in unseen roles) over many years, who have realised that as part of 

Christ’s body here on earth, their contributions are as important now as they’ve 

ever been. 

It’s going to take a while to iron out the wrinkles, and I hope that the  

communities that we serve will be understanding when we may not able to 

respond to needs as quickly as we would like. These communities, if we remain 

interconnected, can help us to identify where we are falling short and how we, as 

a church can continue to show God’s love for all in this community. Let’s not 

bring ourselves down by focusing on our lack. But may we and they be thankful 

for the harvest that we have been given.  

God bless!    

Helen Steele  
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Get to know... 

Name: Eth Yates 

Role & Responsibilities: I am the Local Mission 
Leader (LML) at St Peter’s. In that role I am  
responsible, with a team, for the organisation of 
the morning service. Between us we do the  
reflections, intercessions and choose the music. My 
role has become much wider and it is great to be 
part of the group of people giving their all to keep 
the church family going. 

Favourite hymn / bible verse: Oh well, where do I 
start? At the moment the worship song I love is  
Holy Over Shadowing by Graham Kendrick. However, I love so many songs I can’t 
pick a favourite—10,000 reasons, Just as I am, Be Thou My Vision are all ones I also 
love. 

I am the same with bible verses. I love the Lilies of the Field verses from Matthew 
6, where we are told to worry about nothing, that God loves the birds of the air so 
how much more does he love us. But recently verses like ‘For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord. Plan to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.’ (Jeremiah 29 v11) have begun to mean so much more 
to me given our situation at St Peter’s.  

Favourite church memory or occasion: I have so many! I think when you have 
been brought up in a church family you have so very many memories. Mine would 
certainly be around family events, our son’s weddings and our daughter’s too, our 
grandchildren’s christenings and baptisms and uplifting funerals we have been to. 
Certainly a very proud moment for us as a family was our son’s ordination. But 
also seeing our granddaughter taking the offering at our morning service. So many 
happy memories..  

How and when did you become a Christian: I have always gone to church, but I 
asked Christ into my life when I was 18, just before I went to college. Whilst I was 
away I explore that much more and came back from college a Christian.   

Favourite sports team:  I can be very definite about this—Wigan Rugby League! I 
have been a fan from being very young and although I don’t go to matches as  
often anymore, we watch them on the TV and no tea is eaten when they lose! 

Contd. 
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Get to know... 

Interesting fact: I am very much a ‘what you see is what you get person’  but I 
walked up Snowdon on my 65th birthday and everyone on the Girl’s Brigade and 
Boy’s Brigade camp sang Happy Birthday to me at the summit. I love going in the 
sea in my wet suit when we are all together as a family. I may look like a landed 
whale but I love it!  

 

Name: Peter Hughes 

Role & Responsibilities: I worship at St Aidan's, 
where I am an Assistant Warden and Chairman of 
the church committee. I lead worship with my  
guitar and prior to Covid-19 we had a small but  
developing music group, which hopefully we will 
be able to restart soon. 

Favourite hymn: I like so many hymns this is  
difficult, but at the moment my favourite to play 
and to sing is ‘This I Believe’ by Hillsong. This song 
is The Creed set to music, and obviously the 

words are really powerful. 

Favourite church memory or occasion: This would be Christingle 2 years ago. I 
persuaded my eldest daughter, Kate, to sing with me in church. We sang ‘Hope of 
Heaven’ and for me it was magical. 

How and when did you become a Christian: I don’t feel that there is a time I can 
point to but preparing for Kate to be christened was the turning point for me. 
Thinking through whether I could say the vows and believe them changed me and 
led to my being confirmed soon after.  

Favourite sports team:  SAINTS , obviously!! If we are talking football, then it is  
Liverpool. 

Interesting fact: I played in a country group, originally called Countryside for  
almost 30 years. 



 

10 

Africa  Fund News 

What Is It? 
The Africa fund supports two amazing Christian-run projects in south-west  
Uganda: a children’s home at Rukungiri and the Kigezi Diocese Water and  
Sanitation Project which provides outlying communities with access to clean  
water and proper sanitation. Both projects play a massive part in saving and 
changing lives.  

Each month generous donors support the Africa fund with standing orders.  
However, the monthly income does not match our donations from the fund to the 
projects we support. Additional fund-raising events therefore play an invaluable 
part in helping us to meet our commitments. 

You can find out more about the Africa fund on our web site: http://
www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/ 

We would especially welcome new donors and if you are interested then please 
contact Chris Wooff (01942 724207). 

 
Sponsored Walk 
On Saturday 11th September, we held a sponsored walk to raise money for the 
Africa Fund. The walk was a circular one starting from Viridor Wood and covered 
a distance of 7½ miles. The walk generated £1,483. This is a great effort because 
there were only 7 of us who walked on the day. We are indebted to the  
generosity of the many sponsors. The weather on the day was lovely and we  
enjoyed the opportunity to be out in God’s beautiful world. 

 

 

http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/
http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/
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Wordsearch 
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Coffee cup prayers 

As you read this second copy of the new look magazine we will have just finished 

our sermon series about vision. What our mission and ministry could look like in 

the weeks and months ahead as we grow, learn and serve our Lord together. 

The final part of the series encourages us to pray. Pray as we walk for the people 

living and working in our streets, pray as we work be that at home or in the work-

place, pray as we wait for the kettle to boil! 

We often struggle to know what to pray or to make time to pray. This set of short 

prayers are intended as prayer pointers to use at least once a day and can be said 

when you make a drink in the time it takes to boil a kettle. Take comfort and be 

encouraged that as you pray these prayers, others across our churches will be 

praying too.  

 

Where ever two or three gather in my name, I will be in the midst of them  

says the Lord.  

Matthew 18:20 

 

Coffee cup prayers: pray whilst the kettle is boiling 

SUNDAY   (and every day) 

Dear Lord Jesus, pour out your Spirit of Renewal on your disciples. Guide our 

steps as we seek your transformation for ourselves, our churches and the  

communities we serve. May we glorify your name and see your kingdom grow 

now and forever.  Amen 

MONDAY 

Lord we pray to you in the knowledge that when things seem 'dry' your purpose 

is good and to make all things new. We ask today for you to send your Holy Spirit 

to help us find these 'dry' place and to change them to new 'wells' of refreshment 

to flourish and know your many blessings. 
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TUESDAY 

We pray Lord for our worshipping communities. Those who have planted a rich 

heritage of faithfulness and we ask you to give us grace, wisdom and energy to 

continue in their footsteps. Help us Lord to be guided by our communities, to see 

where we can 'dig wells' for 'heaven to touch earth' 

WEDNESDAY 

Lord we pray for encouragement for one another. For us to see how we  

individually can use our 'gifts' and calling to bring about 'heaven touching earth'. 

Lord we pray especially for those who feel powerless, lonely, afraid. Give us  

courage Lord to reach these people so everyone feels valued and loved. 

THURSDAY 

Lord we thank you that we can bring all our worries and concerns to you in  

prayer. We thank you Lord for the gift of the Holy Spirit who brings comfort and 

instruction. Help us Lord when times are difficult, when we meet opposing  

opinions. Give us patience and the gift of love to listen and to encourage one  

another. 

FRIDAY 

Today we pray for our Hub: Holy Trinity, St Aidan’s, St Andrews,, St Luke’s, St  

Peters and  St Thomas'. We pray that the Church Wigan vision will guide our  

congregations. Help us Lord to see your vision and to join in with unity to work 

together as one Church. Help us Lord to share ideas, prayers and collective  

worship. 

SATURDAY 

We pray for our communities; the streets where we live, We pray for  

opportunities to serve our wider community, linking with our schools, shops and  

businesses. Help us Lord to encourage new relationships.  
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Crossword 

Answers on  page 20 
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Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high 
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 
 
 
Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’ (Psalm 
119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation 
21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 
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1st October: Theresa of Lisieux - making the most of life 

Theresa of Lisieux (1873-97) should be the patron saint of teenage girls and 
young women who want to make the most of their lives, despite being con-
strained by family and school or work.   

 

Theresa grew up in a strict, devout Roman Catholic middle-class family in France, 
one of four sisters.  Her father was a watchmaker. Like her sisters, she entered a 
Carmelite convent at 15, and stayed there. She was never able to go anywhere, 
do anything extraordinary, or hold any responsibility. She died at the age of 24 of 
tuberculosis. Yet this quiet young Carmelite nun became so nationally popular 
that she was declared patroness of France 50 years after her death. Not bad for 
someone who didn’t get out much! 

 

So how did Theresa do it? By not intending to do it at all. Theresa never set out 
to become famous: instead, she quietly determined in her spirit to seek God, 
and, having found Him, to honour Him in her life, to live as closely as she could to 
the teaching in the gospels. 

 

The result was a life so spiritually radiant that her convent asked her to write a 
short spiritual autobiography of her pilgrimage. Theresa obliged with ‘L’Histoire 
d’une Ame’, which soon became so popular that it was translated into most Eu-
ropean languages and several Asiatic ones. Theresa also prayed for people who 
were ill, and there are many reports of miraculous healings that took place in an-
swer. 

 

After Theresa died in 1897, her book just went on selling. People found the art-
less sweet simplicity of her observations on her pilgrimage as a Christian com-
pelling. Theresa reminded people of what Christianity was really all about: simple 
but utter devotion to Christ, not endless outward observance of religion. There-
sa helped many in the Roman Catholic Church in France to remember the first 
principles of their faith. 

 

 

October Holy Days 



 

17 

11th October: James the Deacon 

James the Deacon is the saint for any lay person who has stepped in to lead their 
church when the clergy are far away.   
 

In fact, an historian has called James the Deacon ‘the one heroic figure’ in the Ro-
man mission to Northumbria. No wonder – in a time of political chaos, with the 
king murdered and even the bishop fleeing for safety, James the Deacon stood 
firm.  
 

It had begun when Pope Gregory the Great sent Paulinus, Bishop of York, to take 
Roman Christianity to Northumbria. James the Deacon, almost certainly an Italian, 
was among those who went with Paulinus.   
 

The mission began well, and Edwin the king of Northumbria was converted.  Ro-
man Christianity in Northumbria took root and began to grow. But then in 633 
Edwin fell in battle with Penda, the ruthless pagan king of Mercia. A pagan back-
lash began. The queen and her son fled for Kent, with the bishop Paulinus going 
south with them.   
 

All that was left of Roman Christianity in Northumbria was James, now a solitary 
deacon. 
 

But James was made of stern stuff, and despite the danger from Penda, James 
stayed on at a village near Catterick, often risking his life as he cared for the 
Christians, and continued to preach the gospel. 
 

His success was discovered when the Northumbrian mission returned five to ten 
years later, and found an active Christian community still in Northumbria.  James 
had been a faithful servant. 
 

After Penda died, and Christian rule was re-established in Northumbria, James 
turned to teaching music, especially Gregorian Chant, to the fledgling churches in 
the region.  Bede praised him for his honour and integrity.  James was present at 
the Synod of Whitby in 664, which met to discuss the differences between the 
Celtic Northumbrian Church of the North, and the Roman Church of the South.   

When James died sometime after 671, he was deeply mourned by the ordinary 
Christians of Northumbria, both Celtic and Roman.  He had never deserted them. 
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Rob Carson’s Film Review 

Shang Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (12A)  

Directed by Destin Daniel Cretton  

Stars: Simu Liu, Awkwafina, Tony Chiu-Wai Leung, Michelle Yeoh, Meng’er Zhang, 

Fala Chen, Wah Yuen, Ben Kingsley, Florian Munteanu, Andy Le, Jayden Zhang, 

Paul W. He, Elodie Fong, and Arnold Sun  

Released: September 3rd 2021  

The Verdict: Surely, it’s a sure-fire thing by now, a new Marvel movie is naturally 

just going to be awesome… so what else is new really? But that’s never quite as 

assured a thing as you think, with the MCU going down new roads and new 

themes and new ideas, there is room for not every character or idea to work quite 

up to the standards of a Civil War or an Endgame. For every new Guardians of the 

Galaxy, there is a Black Widow that is fine but is in the end fairly inconsequential in 

the scheme of things. Thankfully this latest detour from the MCU that goes flying 

down the avenue of the mystical and magical arts is an absolute blast from start to 

finish that is the popular opposite of inconsequential—very consequential indeed! 

From breath taking cinematography and fight choreography to rich new  

characters and sumptuous new landscapes and worlds to explore. This is truly a 

daring new chapter in this varied universe. Whether it’s the awesome range of 

weird and wonderful creatures and mythology or just the great range of new and 

interesting characters to meet and explore, whether it’s the wonderfully charming 

and funny Awkwafina as Shangs’ friend Katy, or the always reliable Michelle Yeoh 

as Shangs’ auntie. Not to mention the fierce and menacing but soulful Tony Leung 

as his father, the leader of the Ten Rings and one very feared individual indeed. 

Plus a few nice surprises here and there that feed into the wider world and  

mythology of the MCU, the way that it segues nicely from where it’s going into this 

whole new fantastical magical mythology is marvellous. Take great characters, the 

mythos and the mix of fight sequences and awesome mythos and you have a 

breathtaking new avenue of the most varied cinematic universe there is to now 

explore. An absolute treat and just a simply great time to be had for all.  
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 Zodiac (15)  

Starring: Jake Gyllenhaal, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr, Anthony Edwards, Bri-

an Cox, John Carroll Lynch, Chloe Sevigny, Charles Fleischer, and Elias Koteas  

Directed by David Fincher  

Released: May 18th 2007  

The Verdict: If you’ve seen the previous works of director David Fincher such as 

Fight Club, Panic Room and Seven… you’ll know he’s a director with a superb  

visual flair, he has a knack for camera tricks (in Panic Room, the camera goes 

through a handle on a coffee mug) and he also has a knack for creating superb 

tension. Though whilst his latest movie lacks the visceral entertainment value of 

a blockbuster movie it still retains both the visual flairs and the extreme tension, 

though albeit of a much more subdued nature. None of this stops this from  

becoming the gem it so clearly is, the different in pace to other films is a welcome 

relief, a slow-burning chiller that gets under your skin rather than simply shout-

ing at you, it’s very different in a lot of different ways, such as its attitude towards 

the villain (never revealing his identity) and the whole scenario, in focusing upon 

the cops rather than the villain it is much more intriguing. The way the murders 

play out as well is very creepy and interesting, you never see the killer’s face and 

it’s very interestingly acted out. The performances are excellent too, with both 

Downey and Gyllenhaal both excellent as well as good turns from Cox, Ruffalo 

and Sevigny. It’s truly a very interesting film that takes it time but never drags, 

and plays out in a very different and interesting way, but is never less than grip-

ping and compelling, and is definitely by far one of the best films made in a little 

while… catch it whilst you can! A stunning, riveting, creepy and excellently made 

thriller boasting superb performances and assured direction. Not your average 

serial killer movie, but still a one-of-a-kind masterpiece.  

10/10  

Also Seen  

Mank (12) 9/10      Copshop (15) 8/10      Honest Thief (15) 7/10     Queen and 
Slim (15) 9/10      How to Build a Girl (15) 9/10   
 

Coming in November : Reviews of No Time to Die and Dune  
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ACROSS  
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah; 
17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton 
 
DOWN 
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua;  
13 children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

Crossword Answers 
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Together with local businesses, we are working to  
reduce the amount of food going to land fill. The pantry is  

regularly stocked with food that is near its sell by date but can 
still be used to feed bellies not bins. 

 
St Thomas’ Church Hall, Ashton in Makerfield 

 
Tuesday 11am—12pm 
Thursday 3pm—4pm 

Saturday 11am—12pm 
Sunday 3pm—4pm 

 
£5 annual membership  

Minimum £3 donation per visit with a wide range of foods  
available 

Max 2 visits per week 
 

Additional donations welcome. 
 

Any additional monies shall be used 
to build a pantry and kitchen behind 

the church hall.  
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The Friend at Midnight 

 

This month we are looking at the Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8). 
It is found in a passage where Jesus is teaching His disciples to pray. 

 

Pray Shamelessly:                                                                                                                         

The parable concerns a man coming to his friend at midnight and asking ‘Friend, 
lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have  
nothing to set before him’ (5-6). Despite the hour, the rules of hospitality would 
mean this was not an unreasonable request.  

 

But the friend refuses to help because everyone in his house is asleep.  Jesus 
adds, ‘though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet 
because of the man’s boldness he will rise and give him whatever he needs’. Jesus 
uses this parable to encourage us to come in shameless boldness to our heavenly 
Father with our needs.  In contrast to the parable, God is not slow in responding 
to us. It’s not God who is reluctant to answer, but we to ask. Do we pray with 
shameless boldness?      

                                                        

Pray Persistently:                                                                                                                                   

Such confidence is the basis for persistent prayer: ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.’  All three verbs indicate 
a continual habit: ‘Keep on asking…seeking…knocking’.  We will not be content 
simply to ask once and then move on.  Jesus tells us to bring our prayers to God 
persistently. Do we give up too easily in prayer? 

 

Pray Expectantly:                                                                                                                    

‘For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened.’ Do we pray expectantly, believing that God delights in 
answering your prayers? Why not begin this adventure of prayer today! 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham  

 



 

23 

 
(Luke 19:1-10) 

I wanted to sit here 
And watch Him, 

Just watch the man Jesus walk by. 
Hidden by the leaves, 

Hidden from the loathing of my lifestyle 
I simply wanted to see Him 

From my tree. 

As I searched for His face 
He found mine, 

Reached where I was and looked up, 
Looked into the heart of my being, 

And Jesus did not walk by, 
He came to me, 
He spoke to me, 

A tree is not a hiding place, my friend, 
Believe me. 

Come down from your tree, 
Come down and be different, 

Come down and change your world, 
Follow me. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 

Zacchaeus 
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Mrs Fisher 
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At present, the role of Assistant Editor of the 

Parish magazine for St Aidan’s is vacant. 

As much of the magazine is  universal across 

the parish, this role involves simply  gathering 

any local news, articles  and information to be 

sent to the Parish editor to compile. 

If you would like to take on this role or learn 

more, please contact Helen Steele (contact  

details at the back) or Jess Bradley (contact  

details at the front). 
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Church Website                           Church Facebook Page 
www.staidanbillinge.org.uk      @BillingeStAidansChurch 

 

Pattern of Services at St. Aidan’s  

Until further notice the following services will take place in Church This pattern is 
to be reviewed. 

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Sta’s4all takes place in St. Aidan’s School Hall. Sta’s4all has 
theme based activity and worship for all ages, particularly the young at heart. 

The Beacon is a contemporary all age Service which will vary month to month 

Sunday October 10th 4pm – Harvest Festival   Because of health concerns, in a 
change to our normal practice, we would welcome contributions to be brought to 
the service of wrapped or tinned items with a long shelf life rather than fresh fruit 
and vegetables. These will be distributed in the week following the service. 

Dates for your diary: 
Wednesday October 6th and 20th  - Zoom Toddlers starting 10am - for pre-school 
children with their carers. This operates on line. If you want an invitation to join 
this please email harrywareing@talktalk.net 
 

News from our churches 

1st Sunday 9.30 am Holy Communion 

 12.45pm Baptism Service 

2nd Sunday 10.30 am (see below) 

 4.00 pm Evening Prayer 

3rd Sunday 9.30 am Morning Worship 

4th Sunday 10.00am St Aidan’s Beacon 

 4.00pm Evening Prayer 

5th Sunday 9.30 am Morning Worship 

      

2nd Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion 

4th Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion 

http://www.staidanbillinge.org.uk/
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Assistant Wardens Team 
The Church Committee would like to extend their thanks to Tracey Holland for 
the work that she has done through the transition stage of developing the 
Church Committee. Tracey feels that she must stand down at this point for  
personal reasons. She hopes to maintain her leadership of the Churchyard work-
ing group – the friendly gardeners!  The remaining Assistant Wardens – Peter 
Hughes and Barbara Goulden are looking for a third member of the team.  
 
Church Committee 
The church committee met on 16th September. The provision of a defibrillator in 
church was discussed. We would like to provide this emergency equipment. 
There will need to be some fund raising if this is to be obtained.  

Zoom Toddler Church 
Our next Zoom Toddlers will be on October 6th and 20th .  If you wish to join us 
please email harrywareing@talktalk.net so that we can send you an invitation.  
The sessions start at 10am and last for about 25 minutes. 

We have approximately 4 songs and all are welcome to join in with the actions; 
an animated Bible Verse and also a time for prayer.  We hope all who join us will 
enjoy themselves and have fun!  Looking forward to meeting you all soon on 
Zoom Toddler Church. 
 
Friendly Gardeners! 
Could you join a small group of friendly gardeners on a Saturday morning to tidy 
and weed St. Aidan’s churchyard? We are working to create an eco-friendly  
environment with bird boxes and hedgehog homes and an eco-system for  
rubbish. Phone Tracey on 893905 for more details 
 
St Aidan’s in the Community 
We are participating in the Christmas market is being held on the Mason’s Arms 
car park on Sunday the 5th December 2021.  Would you like to join the  
community Carol Singers? Contact Helen Steele on 01744 894111 or email 
hrsteele@tiscali.co.uk 

Magazine 
Thank you so much to those who responded to help in delivering magazines. 
These magazines are printed in Ashton, reducing our costs and providing this 
wonderful product at such a good price. Help is needed in the printing – to stand 
alongside the machine, feeding it with paper and taking off the completed copies. 
It is an essential job, but not a difficult one, you could even read a good book 
whilst there and training would be provided. If you could spare a few hours each 
month for this please contact Sandra on  01744 893423. 

mailto:harrywareing@talktalk.net
mailto:hrsteele@tiscali.co.uk
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Although appearing in the general patter of services, 

sadly, the relaunch that we had planned for Sunday 

October 10th has had to be postponed because of  

anxieties about the cases of Covid in school. Hopefully 

we will start soon. It will be open to all, not just those 

with connections to school!  As well as our time of worship – prayers, singing and 

a message, we have a social time with theme based activities, refreshments and 

time to chat and get to know each other better. Because of Covid concerns you 

will be based at one table for the activities and worship. Praying it will be next 

month! 

Sta’s4all 

All are settled in to the new school year, with lot of  

exciting activities. On September 21st we took part in 

class activities for the International Day of Peace. This 

year’s theme was ‘Recovering better for an equitable and 

sustainable world’.  And on September 27th we celebrated 

‘International Day of Language’ French-style!  Half term 

approaches – school closes after Friday 23rd October and 

re-opens on Monday 2nd November. We are planning a 

big St. Aidan’s Christmas raffle and need prizes. If you could help please contact 

the school office on 01744 678042. 

St Aidan’s Primary School and Nursery 

Mothers’ Union 

Meet on 28th October in church at 2pm. Come and join us for a chat, to meet old 

friends and hopefully new ones.. We finish off with cake and a cup of tea.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi2xojDjPnZAhXHvRQKHfwoCzAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://allevents.in/merseyside/stas4all/190426654832827&psig=AOvVaw147kgimc--1qSJNLyNs3h8&ust=1521573324082564


 

35 

Mark 12:41-44 
 
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 
the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.  Many rich people threw 
in large amounts.  But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a few cents.  Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ”Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put more money into the treasury than all the  
others.  They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in  
everything- all she had to live on”. 
 
In these trying times of change within our church and pandemics we have all  
experienced periods of uncertainty and sometimes we have all felt adrift. 
Amongst it all though we have all had one sure thing to cling to that never 
changes and that is our faith.  The fact that God never changes and his word 
never changes.   
It does therefore seem difficult to be talking about money in these strange times 
but unfortunately we have had virtually two years were we have received very 
little income and it is so important to us to continue to do God’s work. 
 
On looking back two thousand years ago I find that things seemed to be the 
same then as they are now.  There are so many references in the bible about 
giving. Jesus asked people then as he does now to give so that we can share with 
our brothers and sisters. 
 
I know many people feel unsure about giving because they feel that they do not 
know where their money is going or the fact that we do not have our own  
resident vicar.  But God’s work has never stopped here at St Aidan’s and we 
have a wonderful vision of outreach and love that we want to spread amongst 
our community in Billinge.  
 
First and foremost we want to and need to maintain our wonderful and lovely 
old church that has brought comfort to so many people. 
 
Secondly Jesus wants us all to be fishers of men not just clergy and we have so 
many plans to engage with our community.  Jesus only chose 12 disciples and 
look how his word spread even when he had gone to his father his word was 
still being spread. 

A Note from the Treasurer 
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Sue Fulford our Associate Hub Leader has been, up until becoming ill recently, so 
active and encouraging within Billinge giving us the right spiritual guidance in  
helping us to move forward.  I would ask that you pray for her that she may have a 
quick recovery. 
 
Helen Steele who gives so freely of her time to lead and guide us with such  
enthusiasm and has lead us towards this vision.  So  I would question anyone who 
says that we do not have spiritual guidance within St Aidan’s and above all we 
have our Lord and who can argue with that. 
 
Without your wonderful donations and collections we cannot move forward as 
we would wish.  Our hope is that for our children of this parish we leave them 
with a wonderful thriving Christian community as did our parents and  
grandparents before us.   Without your giving we cannot fulfil all that we would 
wish to do. 
 
Anyone wishing to make donations can do so either by cheque, cash or bank 
transfer 60-24-02 04035135.  On bank transfer please state your name.  I pray 
that we can all come together in Christ’s name and love and God bless everyone 

Joan Roberts Assist Treasurer. 

Count Your Blessings. 
 

Count your blessings instead of your crosses; 
 

Count your gains instead of your losses. 
 

Count your joys instead of your woes; 
 

Count your friends instead of your foes. 
 

Count your smiles instead of your tears; 
 

Count your courage instead of your fears. 
 

Count your full years instead of your lean; 
 

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 
 

Count your health instead of your wealth; 
 

Count on God instead of yourself. 
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Memorials 
 
Names of deceased loved ones whose ashes have been interred in the memorial 
garden can be inscribed on the large granite memorial stone. Entries on the stone 
cost £160. If the partner or other relative wishes to reserve an adjacent space this 
can also be arranged, the cost being the same as the original entry and with no 
further charge when the inscription is completed. In order to ensure that the  
reserved line is kept the date of birth of the person for whom it is reserved will be 
added. The fee/s must be paid before any inscription is added. 

Chairs in church can also be sponsored by the addition of an inscribed brass plate 
in memory of a loved one, it is also possible to sponsor a chair in one’s own name. 
The charge for either sponsorship is £50. 

Anyone wishing to make use of any of these should contact Jack Boardman 
(892613) or one of the assistant wardens. Please give details in writing and  
include a telephone number on which you can be contacted. 
 
 
Donations and Dedications 

If you wish you can make a donation dedicated to a loved one, either to St Aidan ’s 
Church Funds,  St. Aidan’s Churchyard costs or to Floodlighting,. To do so then 
please give cash or a cheque to church in a sealed envelope, labelled ‘To the 
Treasurer’, identify which area you are making the donation to, and include the 
words of dedication. Any cheques should be made out to ‘Billinge Parish Church 
St. Aidan’s PCC’.  

 
Alternatively you may use Bank Transfer to our Church Bank Account: 
• Account number: 04035135 
• Sort code: 60 24 02  
• Account name:  Billinge Parish Church St Aidan’s PCC.  
 
If making a bank transfer you should also notify us of the details of the fund you 
wish to donate to and the dedication you would like published. 

Donations & Memorials Information 
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St. Aidan’s Treasurer and Church Committee would like to 
acknowledge with thanks the kind donations: - 

 

Mrs June Philips, towards the upkeep of church  
 

Mr. Clifford Stockley, towards the maintenance and upkeep of 
the church. In Remembrance of his wife Elizabeth Stockley  

 
Mr Harry Abbott, to Church Funds  towards the printing of the 

magazine.  

Donations & Remembrance 
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The Registers 

Holy Baptism  ‘We welcome them into the Lord’s family’  

5 September Ivar Robert Abel Liptrot 

5 September  Jack Harry Sweeney 

Funerals   ‘May they rest in peace’ 

3 September Gerard Orme 89 Windsor Road 

17 September France Roberts 84 Old Road 
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St Aidan’s Church Officials 

Reader 

Helen Steele                      01744 894111 

hrsteele@tiscali.co.uk  

Reader in Training 

Lesley Leppard                    01744 892713 

rednib2@hotmail.co.uk 

Assistant Wardens 

Barbara Goulden             01744 894694 

Peter Hughes                    01744 732890 

Vacant  

Assistant Treasurers 

Joan Roberts                         01744 893251 

joanroberts@blueyonder.co.uk  

Lorraine Webb                     01744 608363 

lorraineawebb@hotmail.co.uk  

Mothers’ Union 

Jennifer Berry                    01942 389715 

jenrenberry@gmail.com 

Mothers’ Union Secretary 

Kathleen Milligan             01744 892012 

Gift Aid 

Philip Stott                            01744 895751 

philipjstott@icloud.com 

Baptism Enquiries 

Margaret Stott                      01744 895751 

 

Wedding Bookings 

Barbara Goulden  

Bible Reading Notes 

Harry Wareing                  01744 894759 

harrywareing@talktalk.net 

C.E Children’s Society 

Jean Grundy                      01744 603208 

jeangrundy49@gmail.com 

USPG Boxes 

John & Brenda Bridge         01744 894528 

rjohnbridge@gmail.com 

Church Yard Volunteers 

Tracey Holland                 01744 893905 

tracey.cattery5@btinternet.com 

Flowers 

Joan Andrew                         01744 892877 

joanandrew@live.com 

St Aidan’s School Headteacher 

Rachel Fisher                    01744 678042 

Rachel.fisher@sthelens.org.uk 

Assistant Magazine Editor 

Vacant 

Funerals are always booked through the undertaker.  Other enquiries about  
funerals contact staidansbillingeverger@gmail.com 

St Aidan’s Church in Billinge www.staidanbillinge.org.uk       

http://www.staidanbillinge.org.uk/

