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Parish Information
Baptisms
Baptisms are held around the Parish throughout the month. To qualify for
baptism parents should live within the parish boundaries or be a regular
worshipper at one of the worship communities within the Parish. Godparents
should have been baptised and be prepared to attend a baptism preparation
session with the parents.
Funerals
Every parishioner has the right to a service in church, followed by a committal.
Marriage
You can marry in a CofE Church of your choice if certain criteria are shown to
be met.

If you would like further information or to book a funeral, wedding or a baptism,
please attend at one of our churches or see the contact details at the rear of the
magazine

Magazine Deadlines
Please send any material for the magazine to your local assistant editor (see
contact details at the back) or magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk.
March

April

May

Deadline for material

17 February

17 March

14 April

Publish date

27 February

27 March

24 April
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A Letter From Jan
I'm writing this article on a damp Saturday in mid January. Tony and I cleared the
house of all traces of Christmas decorations on twelfth night. Boxes of tinsel and
baubles were duly dispatched to the loft where they'll stay until next December.
I don't know about you, but I always seem to find one decoration each year which
misses the clear up. Last year it was a fabric star, bright yellow and about 12"
across with a crib scene embroidered at its centre. It hangs on a light switch so
hardly hidden from view. This year it was a Mexican inspired Nativity scene which
was hiding in plain sight on a window sill! Both years it was a Nativity scene which
remained, not one of the snowmen, Father Christmas's, garlands or other
ornaments.
As I look at the bright colours of the decoration, the Christ child in
his crib flanked by Mary and Joseph, I'm somehow reminded of
how easy it is to clear Jesus away with the decorations. In the run
up to Christmas, it's so easy to get caught up in the trimmings of
the season that we don't spend enough time focusing on Jesus and
the enormity of the undertaking Mary, a young teenage girl and
Joseph took in parenting the saviour of the world. In accepting the
call on her life, Mary could have had little insight into what lay
ahead, baring her first born in a stable in a town where she was a
stranger, witnessing her son chatting with the elders and teachers
of the law in the temple age twelve, watching her son die an
agonising death on the cross and subsequently raise to life again
for our sake.
Though our decorations are now safely stowed away for the year, keep
the picture of the Nativity scene in your minds eye, a reminder of God's
love for us depicted as a babe. It's also a reminder that in saying yes to
God's call on our lives, as Mary did, we never know where that will lead.
All we do know is that our lives will never be the same but that with
God, all things are possible.
Jan Cornthwaite
5
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Get to Know...
Hello, my name is Stuart Barton, I have been
worshipping at Holy Trinity for quite a few years now,
but my beginnings started at Rectory Primary School
where I attended when I was a child. I have fond
memories of school and of Holy Trinity, with the
walking days, and all the fun we had whilst at school. I
was baptised at Holy Trinity. When I left primary
school, like with a lot of children at the time, I went to
high school and didn’t return to church for several
years until my adulthood when I felt the call to return
to church. I was invited to an Alpha course at church
and was quite dubious at first, but this is where my life
changed at that point.

Alpha brought me closer to God and since then, I have been an active member
of the church through regular worship, being a member of the PCC, the Joint
Council, a foundation Governor at Rectory School, a member of the church
committee, and now a church leader, leading on worship services and helping
with after school clubs such as Rock Solid.
My journey towards being a committed Christian has been fast paced, through
the calling that I received to where I am now. I am passionate about mission,
particularly working with children and young people, the community and have
worked hard to develop lots of missional opportunities at Holy Trinity.
I also get involved with a great deal of events in the local community, such as
helping local families who are struggling to feed themselves to access food from
the food bank and working with a team of local volunteers who do lots of work
at Holy Trinity and within the community.
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My favourite worship song: 10,000 reasons
My favourite bible verse: 1 John 4:16, “And so we know and rely on the love
God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them."
Favourite church memory: Walking Day when I was a child during the 150th
anniversary celebrations of Holy Trinity when I was dressed as a Victorian child
in my flat cap and waist coat!
Interesting fact: I was an Archery Coach!
My favourite quote: “Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does
not.” CS Lewis

Bible Passage for 2022
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Name: Lesley Hughes
Role & Responsibilities: I am Vice Chair of Wigan Deanery
Trust, the charity that supports Church Wigan in its
mission. We fundraise, for example, for the Food Ministry
and manage Church Wigan Core Services. Please pray that
God will provide the resources we need to support the
work! I worship at St Aidan’s, Billinge and am involved in
the children’s work with our school, doing Open the Book
and STAs4All, which is our monthly fun, fellowship and
worship time for children and families. Hopefully, these
things will start up again soon after a break due to the
pandemic. I lead the youth group, Hot Chocolate and also lead worship.
Favourite hymn / Bible verse: I have so many favourite hymns and worship
songs. They change with the seasons of my life. At present, it is ‘The Goodness
of God’ by Bethel Music. The words ‘All my life you have been faithful, all my life
you have been so, so good’ really resonate with me because I can look back over
the years and and clearly see God’s grace woven through. My favourite Bible
verses are Romans chapter 8 verses 38 and 39 because of the promise that
nothing can separate us from God.
Favourite church memory / occasion: My very best church memory is tied up
with becoming a Christian. I was visiting St Michael le Belfry church in York in my
early 20s, with a group from the church I went to at the time. I thought I had
been a Christian all my life, however, whilst listening to some passionate
preaching by Rev Graham Cray (who later became a bishop), I felt God was
speaking directly to me through his words and I was completely overwhelmed.
People from the church prayed with me. It was an amazing experience! The path
hasn’t always been straight or smooth from then on, by any means, but God has
never let me go.
Favourite sports team: Saints without a doubt, until I die. I have supported them
since I was about 5 years old, through the influence of my grandfather. I think as
a St Helens ‘girl’, God has called me to serve Church Wigan as a challenge or
maybe to show His sense of humour!
Interesting fact: I love researching my family history and have even travelled to a
remote hill
village in northern Italy to find information about my Italian great
8
great grandfather.

Services across the Parish
Holy Trinity
Sunday 6
Wednesday 9
Sunday 13
Sunday 20
Wednesday 23
Sunday 27

St Andrew's
Sunday 6
Sunday 13
Sunday 20
Sunday 27
St Thomas'
Thursday 3
Sunday 6

Thursday 10
Sunday 13
Thursday 17
Sunday 20

Thursday 24
Sunday 27

10.30am Morning Worship
10.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship
10.30am Holy Communion
9.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship

9.30am Morning Worship
9.30am Holy Communion
9.30am Church Cafe
9.30am Morning Worship

9.45am BCP Communion
9.00am Morning Prayer
10.45am Worship Together
6.30pm Holy Communion
9.45am BCP Communion
9.00am Morning Prayer
10.45am Worship Together
9.45am BCP Communion
9.00am Morning Prayer
10.45am Worship Together
4.30pm Farsi Worship
6.30pm Evening Prayer
9.45am BCP Communion
9.00am Morning Prayer
10.45am Worship Together
with Holy Communion

St Aidan's
Wednesday 2 10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 6
9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 13
10.30am Sta's4all
4.00pm Evening Prayer
Wednesday 16 10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 20
10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday 27
10.00am Morning Worship
St Luke's
Sunday 6
Sunday 13
Sunday 20
Sunday 27

11.00am Family Worship
11.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Family Worship
11.00am Family Worship

St Peter's
Sunday 6
Sunday 13
Sunday 20
Sunday 27

10.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Morning Prayer

All are welcome to join
any of the regular
services across Wigan
South in February.
You are sure to receive
a warm welcome.
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Rob's February film review
Spider-Man: No Way Home (12)
Released: 15th December 2021
Director: Jon Watts
Starring: Tom Holland, Zendaya, Benedict Cumberbatch, Marisa Tomei, Jon
Favreau, Willem Dafoe, Alfred Molina, Jamie Foxx, Ned Batalon, Benedict Wong,
Tony Revolori, and Paula Newsome
The Verdict: How does one approach a film of this scale and magnificence in
what it accomplishes and effectively review it without giving away the myriad
plot spoilers and surprises that make up what makes this film tick? It is a tricky
conundrum and hopefully the answer will make itself clear as we delve into this
joy filled wonder of a movie that will make the Jokers smile look pretty
understated compared to the grin that will plaster itself on your face for the
entire running time of this movie. What you can know, as it is made known in the
marketing for the film, is that a whole plethora of past villains show up to cause
Peter Parker a massive headache. In the aftermath of being revealed to the
world, he teams up with Doctor Strange to try and change this but it backfires
and unleashes a whole multiverse of madness as Green Goblin, Lizard, Doc Ock,
Sandman and more come through into the world to create chaos. And that’s just
for starters! There are many more nostalgic treats that head our way throughout
the film but to say more would be mean and rob the surprise and delight of
watching the story unfold. This is one is as pleasing for the life long Spiderman
fans but can easily be enjoyed by anyone, anywhere, with great characters and
big moments that will cause cheering and excitement. It’s funny, thrilling,
dramatic, scary and heart-warming. With a trilogy as good as the Tom Holland
movies have been it’s really hard to say which is best but this most certainly ends
the trilogy in style with great performances by all involved. Holland really came
into his own even more than he already has done; and it really does set up what
Marvel is planning next in the biggest way possible. This film has already proved
one of the biggest in years (not that that is hard) and its very easy to see why.
This is just pure joy on a massive screen, simply go and see it as soon as you can.
Rating: 9/10
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Review of 2021!
Best Movie: Dune
Best Actor: Anthony Hopkins in The Father
Best Actress: Kristen Stewart in Spencer
Best Supporting Actor: Benicio del Toro in The French Dispatch
Best Supporting Actress: Ariana DeBose in West Side Story
Best Director: Denis Villeneuve in Dune
Best SFX: Dune
Biggest Surprise: Freaky
Biggest Disappointment: Eternals
Most Enjoyable: Nobody
Funniest Movie: Free Guy
Best Scene: Bus Fight- Nobody
Best Song: No Time to Die
Best Soundtrack: Cruella
Best Poster: Last Night in Soho
Best Trailer: Spider-Man: No Way Home
'Why the Hate?': The Matrix Resurrections

Also Seen
West Side Story (12A) 10/10
The Matrix Resurrections (15) 8/10
The Kings Man (15) 7/10
Scream (18) 8/10
Licorice Pizza (15) 9/10
The Father (12) 8/10
Joe Versus the Volcano (PG) 8/10
Don’t Look Up (15) 8/10

Coming in March
Reviews of Nightmare Alley and Death on the Nile
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Crossword

Answers on page 19
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Across
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was brought back to
Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. ........ ...... I will praise you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before
opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel
2:32) (6)
Down
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’
(John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his hand’ (Ezekiel
40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion’
(Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house (Hebrews
11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’ (1
Corinthians 13:13) (4)
13
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)

February Holy Days
27th Feb: George Herbert, priest and poet
Herbert was born into a wealthy family in Mid-Wales on 3rd April 1593. His
father was a Member of Parliament who died when Herbert was three years old.
His mother moved her large family to London. In 1609, Herbert left home to be a
student at Trinity College, Cambridge.
By the age of 23, Herbert had graduated with two degrees. He was fluent in
Latin and Greek and in 1620 was elected as the University's Public Orator. He
held this position for seven years, and for a short time was MP in his hometown
in Wales.
Although Herbert was securing an illustrious future and his speeches had gained
the attention of King James 1, he was restless. He felt God was calling him to the
priesthood and much of Herbert’s poetry expressed his inner spiritual conflicts.
When the King died in 1625, and two influential patrons also died at about the
same time, Herbert responded to God’s call on his life and gave up his secular
ambitions. He married in 1629 and became a priest in a small Anglican church in
Bemerton in Wiltshire.
Here he found inner peace at last, serving God in the local community. His poetic
talent continued to flourish along with his musicianship as a skilled lutenist. After
only three years as a priest, he died of tuberculosis on 1st March 1633. He was
39.
Some ninety of Herbert’s poems have been set to music by such composers as
Ralph Vaughan Williams and Benjamin Britten. His most well-known hymns are
Teach me my God and King, Let all the world in every corner sing and King of
glory, king of peace.
A number of artistic commemorations of Herbert exists in several churches and
cathedrals
including a stained-glass window in Westminster Abbey and a statue
14
at the front of Salisbury Cathedral.

23rd Feb: Polycarp, faithful servant who would not deny his Lord
Polycarp (c. 69 – c. 155) was one of the most important Christians in Roman Asia
in the mid-2nd century, because of his link between the time of the Apostles and
the earliest Christian Fathers. This disciple of John the Apostle became bishop of
Smyrna and defended orthodox Christian belief against the heresies of Marcion
and Valentinus, the most influential of the Gnostics. Irenaeus of Lyons, who as a
boy had known Polycarp, praised his gravity, holiness and majesty of
countenance.
Near the end of his long life, Polycarp paid a visit to Rome to discuss with the
bishop there the possibility of agreeing a uniform date of celebrating Easter.
When they found they could not agree, they amicably agreed to differ, and
parted in good faith.
Polycarp returned to Smyrna, where a riot broke out at a pagan festival. The
crowd suddenly turned on the Christians, whom they called ‘atheists’. Polycarp
was on a farm nearby, neither provoking nor fleeing martyrdom. When his
captors arrived, he invited them to eat a meal, while he prayed alone for an hour.
Then calmly, he agreed to go with them to his interrogation.
All the pagans’ threats and promises did nothing to shake Polycarp. When
ordered to execrate Christ, Polycarp gave this dignified reply: “For 86 years I
have been his servant and He has never done me wrong; how can I blaspheme
my king who saved me?… I am a Christian: if you wish to study the Christian
doctrine, choose a day and you will hear it.”
The crowd were outraged and cried first for the lions and then for Polycarp to be
burnt at the stake. He was bound, but an official killed him with his sword before
his body was burnt. Later, grieving Christians collected his bones and buried
them. They also wrote an account of his trial and martyrdom, which is the
earliest authentic example of its kind.
In England there are no ancient and only a few modern churches dedicated to
this deeply courageous saint of the Christian Church.
15

Candlemas
There are three reasons for this festival, which is held each year
on the second of February. Firstly, it’s the halfway point between
the shortest day and the Spring Equinox, so from that date on the
daylight hours get longer. In pre-Christian times, this day was
known as the 'Feast of Lights' and celebrated the increase strength
of the life-giving sun as Winter gave way to Spring.
Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their baby Jesus, to
the Temple forty days after His birth.
And the third reason? It’s directly linked to the name of the feast –
Candlemas. It was so named because on that day each year all the candles for
the coming year were brought into the church to be blessed at a ‘mass’.
Remember that candles were important in those days, not only because there
were no electric lights; people thought they gave protection against plague
and illness and famine. In many churches on this feast there will be a
procession of the whole congregation with lighted candles – often inside the
whole building, going into every ‘dark’ corner. Everyone carries their own
lighted candle, which they are encouraged to take home and light there also.
One of the prayers that may be used is this:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
You make our darkness to be light.
For with You is the well of life
and in Your light shall we see light.
Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring light, hope, and
peace into our darkness. Have a think about those places that are dark for you
and perhaps you do not like going there or will not go there. Perhaps they are
too painful or scary. Just pause for a short time with a lit candle and imagine
Jesus going there for you or with you. Lighting your way. Making it safe. He
came to give us life – and life to the full – even in those dark places.
16

Revd Dr Jo White

God's Valentine

For God so loved the world He sent His Son
There was no other way to let us know,
So Jesus came to us from heaven’s realm
To bring God’s love to all of us below.
He took on flesh, became like one of us,
Taught and healed and loved wherever He went
Showing the Father’s love for all to see
He truly was a gift from heaven sent.
The Bible is God’s precious Word of Life
A living breathing word like no other,
It is a heavenly letter of love to us
Sent ‘From your God the Everlasting Father’.
By Megan Carter
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God So Loved the World
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16)
This month, as we mark St Valentines’ Day, we focus on the importance of love.
In understanding the way God loves us, this verse shows us how we should love
others. God’s love is unconditional: God demonstrated His unconditional love for
us by sending His Son into this world, to show us how we should love others,
especially when it is undeserved! ‘There is nothing we can do to make God love
us more. There is nothing we can do to make God love us less.’ (Philip Yancey).
God’s love is sacrificial: God’s love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and
self-sacrificial, putting the needs of others first. This is demonstrated by the
cross, which is the supreme demonstration of God’s love. He died for our sins to
give us access to God’s love, which is made real in our lives by the Holy Spirit.
God’s love is forgiving: According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never
having to say you’re sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ love for us enables us to forgive others, as
we find His forgiveness through the gift of eternal life, available to all who put
their trust in Him.
In this World Cup Year, we remember Bobby Moore describing the terror of
receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966: “I noticed that the Queen was
wearing some beautiful white gloves. I looked down at my hands and they were
completely covered with mud!”

Although we approach God with dirty
and spoilt lives, because of His love,
we can shake hands with a holy God
and share that love with others.
Canon Paul Hardingham
18

Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16,
Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze. 27,
Bronze.
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase. 11,
Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21,
Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene.
19

Wordsearch

20

Together with local businesses, we are working to
reduce the amount of food going to land fill. The pantry is
regularly stocked with food that is near its sell by date but can
still be used to feed bellies not bins.
St Thomas’ Church Hall, Ashton in Makerfield
Tuesday 11am—12pm
Thursday 3pm—4pm
Saturday 11am—12pm
Sunday 3pm—4pm
£5 annual membership
Minimum £3 donation per visit with a wide range of foods
available
Max 2 visits per week
Additional donations welcome.

Any additional monies shall be used to
build a pantry and kitchen behind the
church hall.
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News from our churches
Pattern of Services at St. Aidan’s
Until further notice the following services will take place in Church
1st Sunday

9.30am Holy Communion
12.45pm Baptism Service

2nd Sunday 10.30am (see below)
4.00pm Evening Prayer
3rd Sunday 10.00am Morning Worship
4th Sunday 10.00am St Aidan’s Beacon
4.00pm Evening Prayer
5th Sunday 10.00am Morning Worship
1st Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion
3rd Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion
2nd Sunday 10.30 am Sta’s4all will be posted on our Facebook page until further
notice it offers bitesize worship for all ages, particularly the young at heart
The Beacon is a contemporary all age Service which will vary month to month

Dates for your diary:
Wednesday - Zoom Toddlers starting 10am on February 9th and 23rd. - for
pre-school children with their carers This operates on line by Zoom. If you want
an invitation to join this please email harrywareing@talktalk.net.
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Beacon
Our service on January 23rd looked at the wonderful
opportunity with Christ to make a new beginning. We were
pleased to have some children from School with us again. Our
next Beacon Service is on 27th February.
Church Committee
St. Aidan’s Committee met on January 20th. If you wish to raise any issue for
our meeting on please contact Grant Dixon (Health and Safety), Joan Roberts
(Finance), Barbara Goulden and Peter Hughes (Assistant Wardens) or Helen
Steele (Secretary).
St. Aidan’s Primary School and Nursery
During this term the children will be participating in class
‘Learn and Present Days’. Y1 and Y2 experienced Altru
Drama in Early January and they were amazing. It was
emotional to have parents back in the school hall and the
children performed amazingly. whilst having a fantastic
History lesson experience. We look forward to the Junior
performances.
Sta’s4all will be in Bitesize format on our Facebook page,
posted on February 13th. The team are hoping and praying
that Coronavirus levels will now be receding and that we
will be able to go ahead with plans to start Face to Face
meetings in School in March.
A big thank you to three members of the team who have served since the
beginning of Sta’s4all in March 2009. Marion Boardman, Kathleen Milligan and
June Phillips have co-ordinated and managed refreshments since that time. They
feel that the time is right for them to retire from this act of service which is a key
aspect of our meetings!
This leaves us needing to form a new refreshment team – would you be able to
commit to attending on the 2nd Sunday of each month from 9.30 am, to set up
for refreshments? Please contact Helen 894111 or hrsteele@tiscali.co.uk if you
want to know more.
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Messages of Thanks:
I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all of the Magazine
distributors, old and new. We are managing to deliver about 370
copies each month and, I hope, are helping to bring St Aidan’s into
each of these homes – Sandra Ferry (Magazine printing and
distribution co-ordinator)
I would also like to thank Sandra for all the work that she is doing to enable us
to print and deliver these magazines - Helen
Many thanks for all your prayers, get well cards and telephone calls that we
received following our recent car accident. I am pleased to say that we are both
getting better and hope to be out and about soon. I also wish to send my
personal thanks to Mr Fagan for the Zimmer frame that he sent for Mary, it has
helped enormously. Thank you all once again and we send our best wishes to
you all for a healthy and hopefully Covid free 2022. - Mary and Geoff Hall
A big thank you to friends and parishioners of St Aidan’s Church for all your
prayers and cards after my stay in hospital. - Billy Fagan

The Friendly Gardeners
plan to restart their work
in Church Grounds after
their winter break in a
few weeks, when the
weather improves.

28

The Pastoral Care Team
Since the pandemic began the Pastoral Care Team have
contacted people mainly by phone instead of their usual
visits to the elderly, housebound, sick and bereaved. We
realise the pandemic has caused a great deal of loneliness
and anxiety. If anyone would like to talk to someone
please contact Margaret Stott by phone or email at 01744 895751 or
Margaret.stott@icloud.com. Margaret will ask a member of the team to get in
touch with you.
The Team have organised and led two Remembering Loved Ones Services, one in
November and one in December. We had intended to hold a third in January but
Omicron came along. When infection rates drop we intend to hold a third service
and will send invitations to the families who have not yet received one.
St Aidan’s in the Community
Marilyn is one of the volunteers taking church contributions to the Hope
Centre Food Bank, which serves Billinge and Senley Green. She shares how
brilliantly church members have donated over the weeks since this has been
set up. Thank You! Contributions of long life food and toiletries can be brought
to Church when open for services each week. A list of acceptable items can be
found on the internal noticeboard.
As we have now put Christmas behind us, and we have moved on to the new
year I would just like to update you all on the success of the Christmas Market
that was held in Billinge in early December. To say that the market was an
overwhelming success is an understatement, and I would just like say a big
thank you to Stephanie Fry and Sue Murphy, our local councillors and Mayor for
making it happen.
Future Christmas markets depend on the success of this one and from the
attendance and quality of the stalls and entertainment, I would be very
surprised if this isn’t continued next Christmas!
The atmosphere was electric with the music from a brass band and a community
choir providing us with Christmas carols. It was intended that the children from
both St Aidan’s and Chapel End would attend but unfortunately there was an
29
outbreak of Covid at both schools and they had to withdraw.

Whilst raising money is essential towards the upkeep of the church and
towards our mission and ministry, the main reason for having a stall was to
have a presence in the community and to show the community that we are
very much open for business. This was certainly acknowledged by the Mayor
who said she was impressed with the contribution that had been made by the
parishioners of St Aidan’s over the past few weeks with the various things we
had been involved in.
The only problem was that we did not have enough items on our stall but that
is only a lesson for the next one! I have to say a big thank you to Jennifer Berry
who baked and donated a beautiful Christmas Cake for our guess the
Christmas Cake weight. Thanks to our Church Warden Peter Hughes, finding
his Del Boy skills he managed to sell every ticket, and we managed to raise £90
from the cake alone. Together with the baking by Marion Boardman and the
sale of hand-crafted birthday cards we raised a total of £122 after a few small
costs.
I would also like to say a big thank you to Lesley and Peter Hughes who
donated and put together 80 goodie bags that were handed out to all the
children at the market for free and went down a treat. There was also a
contribution by Alison Corkill and an anonymous donation towards these bags.
Finally, a big thank you to all who helped on the stall. I think everyone would
say they had a wonderful day and it felt like the whole of Billinge had turned
out. I think there were a few sceptics out there who didn’t think it would be a
success.
I have recently been informed that there is to be a party with stalls in Bankes
Park for the Queens Jubilee in June and I have already expressed an interest. It
had been agreed with the Mayor for St Aidan’s to have an open-air service in
the park in the new year so watch this space. All those bakers out there, we do
so need your contributions and anyone willing to donate gifts will certainly be
appreciated. I will keep you informed.
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Happy New Year!
Joan Roberts
Asst Treasurer

Can you leave Church a gift?
The word finance for some Churches and their parishioners can be a real
turn off as some may be concerned their monies will not go to their
designated church under the new re-organisation. Giving to the church does
remain a vital and essential part of our church life, it always has done and
even goes back to when Jesus was alive on earth.
Over the past year, and in fact over the past 20-30 years, St. Aidan’s has
received legacies which have been used for the upkeep of the church and
towards our mission and ministry. This has reminded us just how important
these legacies are in our mission.
We have included this little reminder in the notices to encourage our church
members to consider making a provision for a legacy to St Aidan’s in their
own wills.
I would be only to be pleased to advise in confidence. I am contactable on
01744 895151 or 07743408390
Joan Roberts
Assist Treasurer

Are you or could you become a Co-op member and select Wigan Deanery
Trust as your cause. This will really help the Trust in raising some much
needed financial support which will then be used to fund the great work going
on in Church Wigan. Firstly please use this link to become a Co-op member:
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership
And secondly select WDT as your preferred cause using this link:
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/59913. If you would find it easier to
join by phone you can contact the Co-op membership team on 0800 023
4708.
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Memorials
Names of deceased loved ones whose ashes have been interred in the
memorial garden can be inscribed on the large granite memorial stone. Entries
on the stone cost £200. If the partner or other relative wishes to reserve an
adjacent space this can also be arranged, the cost being the same as the original
entry and with no further charge when the inscription is completed. In order to
ensure that the reserved line is kept the date of birth of the person for whom it
is reserved will be added. The fee/s must be paid before any inscription is
added.
Chairs in church can also be sponsored by the addition of an inscribed brass
plate in memory of a loved one, it is also possible to sponsor a chair in one’s
own name. The charge for either sponsorship is £50.
Anyone wishing to make use of any of these should contact Jack Boardman
(892613) or one of the assistant wardens. Please give details in writing and
include a telephone number on which you can be contacted.
Church Grounds
Please note that any enquiries about graves or the burial of ashes must go to
our Assistant Warden Barbara Goulden on 01744 894694 or email staidansbillingeverger@gmail.com. not the team who work to keep the
graveyard tidy.
St Aidan’s Remembrance Book
Applications for entries to the Remembrance Book can be made by filling in the
request form, which gives full details of how to go about it.
The Book is on Display in the Glass topped Cabinet, which sits under the Pulpit.
It has a Hinged glass top, which allows people to turn the page or pages so that
their entry can be viewed at any time. All the entries are written in the
Calligraphic style of writing with the First Letter in colour.
The Opened Book shows 4 days dates per view and the pages are turned on a
regular basis so that should anyone come at a weekend or a midweek service, if
their entry is one of those 4 days, they can see it or if the entry / entries is not
then they can turn to the page and see it.
Fees for entries cost £10.00. Forms are obtainable from the back of Church
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with details of what to do and who to return the form to.

Donations & Dedications

Donations and Dedications
If you wish to make a donation to St Aidan’s church funds,
churchyard costs, floodlights or flower fund then please place cash
or cheques in a sealed envelope, labelled ‘To the Treasurer’ and
including any words of dedication.

Any cheques should be made payable to Billinge Parish Church St.
Aidan’s PCC.
Alternatively you may use Bank Transfer to our Church Bank
Account - Number 04035135, sort code 60 24 02. The Account
name remains 'Billinge Parish Church St Aidan’s PCC'.
If making a bank transfer you should mark it as ‘donation’ with your
surname, then we can identify it as such for our accounting system.
Thank You

33

Donations & Remembrance
St. Aidan’s Treasurer and Church Committee would like to acknowledge
with thanks the kind donations in December and January: We have received 4 anonymous donations towards church funds and
heating bills
Donation from Mrs. M Ormrod towards church funds
Donation from Mr. D Knowles towards church funds
In loving memory of Gerard Cunliffe and John Roby from Sylvia
towards churchyard
In loving memory of Elizabeth Stockley with love from all the family
towards upkeep of church
In memory of Elizabeth Stockley from Bill Fagan
In memory of my late wife Selda Fagan from loving husband Bill
In memory of Ruth Gavin from Bill Fagan
In memory of Brenda Brooks from Bill Fagan
all donations from Bill towards Church Funds
In memory of loved ones from Brenda and John Bridge
towards Churchyard
In memory of Peter Lee from Loving wife Phyllis Lee
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The Registers
Funerals ‘May they rest in peace’
12 January 2022

Carl Mousdell

75

14 January 2022

John Cunliffe

78

18 January 2022

Hazel Gilford

84

27 January 2022

Jennie Silcock

100
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St Aidan's Church Officials
Reader
Helen Steele
hrsteele@tiscali.co.uk

Reader in Training
01744 894111 Lesley Leppard
rednib2@hotmail.co.uk

Assistant Wardens
Barbara Goulden
Peter Hughes
Vacant

Assistant Treasurers
01744 894694 Joan Roberts
01744 895151
01744 732890 joanroberts@blueyonder.co.uk
Lorraine Webb
01744 608363
lorraineawebb@hotmail.co.uk

01744 892713

Mothers’ Union
Jennifer Berry
01942 389715 Gift Aid
jenrenberry@gmail.com
Philip Stott
01744 895751
philipjstott@icloud.com
Mothers’ Union Secretary
Kathleen Milligan
01744 892012 Baptism Enquiries
Margaret Stott
01744 895751
Bible Reading Notes
Harry Wareing
01744 894759 Wedding Bookings
harrywareing@talktalk.net
Barbara Goulden
staidansbillingeverger@gmail.com
C.E Children’s Society
Jean Grundy
01744 603208 USPG Boxes
jeangrundy49@gmail.com
John & Brenda Bridge
01744 894528
rjohnbridge@gmail.com
Church Yard Volunteers
Tracey Holland
01744 893905 Flowers
tracey.cattery5@btinternet.com
Joan Andrew
01744 892877
joanandrew@live.com
St Aidan’s School Headteacher
Rachel Fisher
01744 678042 Assistant Magazine Editor
Vacant
St Aidan's Billinge
Funerals are always booked through the
www.staidanbillinge.org.uk
undertaker. Other enquiries about funerals
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contact staidansbillingeverger@gmail.com

